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HE affection which fubfifted be- 
tween our dear departed brother 

and you, my friends, of this com- 
munity, was very great. And it was no 
{mali exprefiion of it on his part, that he 
could, amidft the clear views he enjoyed of 
a better world, reconcile himitelf to. che 
idea of abiding with you, for your further- 
ance and joy of faith. But when his maf- 
ter pronounced the words of our text in his 
ear, all the remoras which love to furviving 
friends creates, vanifhed; and he chearful- 
ly acquiefced. You, however, find it dif- 
ficult to acquiefce in this event, fo joyful to 
him, but fo afiflictive toyou. It 1s my duty 
to foothe your troubied breafts, and to per- 
fuade you to fubmifiion. Shall I to this end 
A remind 


— Enter thou of thy- Lard. 


; ’ 
4 
H 
| 


remind you, that itis the will of God? You 
know it—you acknowledge :t—vyou feel the 
force of the conidecsiial. But it is from 
another topic I mean to draw an arrument 


to affuagejyour grief, even that very conh- 
deration which in one view of it excites 
your gricf; namely, the fincere and tenJer 
love you bore to hin. it was this 
ment our Saviour ufed with his difciples to 
reconcile them to his departure, eit ve 
loved me, VO wor uid fe) ice, becaule 
faid, I go unto the-Pather."(a@) You loved 
your «minitter, His happinels was your 
object. Perfect hanpinefs he now enjoys. 


Wine up your tears then, and thew voy 


love him, by rejoicing with exceeding joy 
on his account. And, indeed, how ean vou 


‘do otherwife, while you hear the bleticd 


Jefus fay to him, in the ue of angels 
and men, done, 00d and faithful fer- 
vant, thou been ver afew things, 
Twill make thee ruler cver many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord? 


The parable from whence we have taken 


Our text, was fpoken by our Saviour but a 
few days before he entered on the fad fcene 


( a) John XV. 
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of his lat fafferings. It was addreffed to 
the apotiles, and admirably adapted to ani- 
mate them to thofe arduous fervices to 
which they were thortly to be called. He 
peaks of himielft as man travelling in- 
to a far country,” perhaps a prince to 
receive his crown; alluding poflibly to the 
kings of Judwa and other neighbouring 
{tates, who were accuitomed to go to 
Rome, there to be invefted by the Cefars 
with the regal dignity. So he, having 
finithed his work here on earth, took his 
journey tohis father’s court above, thereto 
be putin poliethon of his mediatorial king- 
dom. 


At his departure, he tells us, this prince 
or nobleman, ‘* called his own fervants to 
him, and delivered unto es goods: to 
one he gave five talcnis, to afother two, and 
to another one, to every man according to 
his feveral ability.” Five talents, if of fl- 
ver, amounted, according to fome, to up- 
wards of two thoutznd pounds; if of gold, 
to upwards of thirty. A large fum this! — 
So Chrift, when he afcended up into hea- 
ven, entrufted his apottles and the feventy 
difciples with great and extraordinary 
vifis, fuited to their various characters, and 
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fiations in the church, for the purpofe of 
erecting his kingdom and promoting his in- 
terefts in the world. But his views were 
extended farther than to his immediate dif- 
ciples, even to a fuccctiion of minifters, 
who fhould be employed to publifh his gof- 
pel to the end of time. All the abilities 
therefore with which fuch minifters are in- 
vefted, of every age, country aiid denomi- 
nation, are to be confidered as derived from 
him. Yea, it may be affirmed of Chriftians 
in general, and indeed of all men, as they 
are ina fenfe his fervants; that the talents 
they poffefs, be they of what kind or de- 
gree they may, they receive them from 
him,-.and.are accountable to him for their 
improvement or abufe of them. 


The parable proceeds—‘* Then he that 
had received the five talents, went and 
traded withthe fame, and madethem other 
five talents. Hethat had two did the fame, 
and gained other two. But he that had 
one, buried his talent in the earth, and 
made no improvement of it at all.” Itis_ 
natural to obterve here, that God beftows 
Yarious talents upon men in_ general, 
upon tren profefiing religion, and particu- 
larly upon minilters, whom our Saviour 
feems 


‘ 


Ls 
feems to have principally in his eye in this 
parable. Thefe laft. he has diftinguithed 
from each other by diverfities of gifts, or 
gifts in different degrees, Some excel in 
judgment, fome in imagination, fome in 
elocution; fome in this, and fome in that : 
branch of ufeful learning; fome in know- 
ledge and patient applica’ on to ftudy,. and 
fome in talents of a more public and popu- 
lar kind; fome in rage and difcern- 
ment, fome in meeknefs @nd gentlenefs, and 
fome in courageand firmnefs of mind. In- 


deed it were endlefs to enumerate the va- 


rious natural and acquired abilities by which 


one charaéter is diftinély marked from 


another. But thefe gifts in all their differ- 
ent kinds, degrees, and combinations, are 
conferred by Chrift, the great head of the 
church, on thofe whom he raifes up and 
fends to publifh his gofpel in the world, 
«© When he afcended up on high he re- 
ceived gifts for men, that the Lord God 
might dwell among them.” (a) | And thefe 
perfons are qualified for various othces and 
departments of duty, whereby “ the faints 
are perfected, and the ‘bape of Chriit is edi- 


fied. 
Now, 
(a) Pfal. Ixvili. 18 Eph. iv. 8. 
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"Now, as in the parable, it was required 
of each fervant, that he fhould improve the 
talents with which he was entruilted accord- 
ing to hisability; fo it is required of every 
fervant of Chrift, that he thould ute the 
gifts beitowed on him according to his 
ability, for the noble purpofes of promoting 
truth and religion, the glory of God and_ 
the good of men. Happy they who keep 
thefe great, objects in their eye! Unhappy 
they who, loting fight of them, become 
flothful and negligent! And mott deplor- 
able indeed is their character, who profti- 
tute the talents they have received to the 
opolite purpofes for which ‘they were en- 
trufted with them! Let not, however, thofe 
pious minifters of Jefus be difcouraged who 
poffefs only inferior abilities, fince their 
miafter, who is infinitely good, does not 
expect that from them. to which they are 
unequal, and will certainly reward their 
earneft and affectionate endeavours infinitely 
beyond their expectation. Nor let thofe 
who poficts fuperior abilities be vain and 
felf-conceited, fince the abute or neglect of 
them will expote them to the greater con- 
demnation. 
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To proceed— After a long time, favs 
our Saviour, the Lord of thofe fervants 
cometh, and reckoneth with them.” Chritt 
is gone to a far country: and the time of 
his abtence, if it be underftood of the in- 
terval between his afcenfion and his return: 
to judge the world, may feem long. Near. 
two thoufand years have now elapfed: 
but ‘* a thoufand years are with the Lord as 
one day, and one day as a thoufand years.” 
He will, however, come——coine quickly 
and not tarry. And when he comes, he will 
reckon with his fervants, call every one of 
them to account; and pronounce the fen- 
tence of abfolution or condemnation upon 
them, with a folemnity not to be deferibed 
or at prefent imagined by us. But his 
coming may be alfo interpreted of the time 
of each fervant’s difmiflion from this world 
to another. So our Lord, comforting his 
immediate difciples with the profpect of 
that happinefs they fhould quickly poflefs, 
tells them “ he was going ‘to prepare a 
place for them, and would come again, and 
receive them to himfclf, that where he was, 
there they might be alfo.’ (a) And it can 


fcarce be doubted, that in that paflage he 
meant 


(a) John xiv. 3. 
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he 


Lie 


meant to hold up to their view an earlier | 
period of happinefs, than that which will 
commence at the refurrection. At death 
then he comes, and then that fentence 1s 
pafled which’ fhall be more publicly and 


folemnly recognifed the laft great day. 


Well!—The mafter returning, our Sa- 
viour tells us, ** he that had received five 
talents, came and brought other five talents, 
faying, Lord, thou deliveredft unto me five 
talents, behold, I have gained befides them 
five talents more.” This fervant, pofiefied 
as he had been of a large fhare of his maf- 
ter's goods, 1s not alarmed at the idea of 
his coming: he had expected it, he had 
wifhed for it—-—He is ready. And ‘* he 
gives up his account with joy, and not 
with grief.”(2a) He acknowledges he had 
received fuch a portion of his matter’s fub- 
ftance, and without dread or embarrafment 
declares, and declares truly, that he had 
made fuch and fuch ufe of it. So every 


faithful tervant of Chrift will have a recol- 


lection at his di{mitiion hence, of his hav- 
ing aimed to improve the advantages he en- 
joyed to the ends for which they were given 

him, 


(a) Heb, xii. 17. | 


him. His talent was not perverted to bafe | 
and iniquitous purpofes, nor yet buried in 
the earth, or hid in a napkin. He endea- 
voured to know what it was, he folemnly 
devoted it to the fervice of his mafter: he 
ufed it, he read, ftudied, prayed, preached, 
exhorted, was inftant in feafon ‘and out of 
feafon, and went about doing good. All 
this he will remember, but not that thefe 
his endeavours were without failure and 
imperfection: for tnis is not the fact with 
re{pect to the fervices of the beft and moft 
faithful of Chrift’s fervants. We have all fad 
occafion to lament, that we have left undone — 
many things we ought tohave done. Thefact, 

therefore, will be affirmed with great humi- 
lity, agreeably to our Saviour's own admo- 
nition in another place, ‘* When ye fhall 
have done all thofe things which are com- 
manded you, fay, We are unprofitable fer- 
vants, we have done that which was our 


duty to do.’ (a) 


Now upon this report of the fervant, 
‘© his Lord faid unto him, Well done, thou 
good and faithful fervant, thou haft been 
faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things: enter thou 

B into 


(a) Luke xvii. 10. 
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the joy of thy Lord.” What a bleffed 

‘| scommendation this of his paft faithful la- 
‘bours! What a glorious advancement this 

to dignity, wealth and power! The maf- 

_ter’s countenance, attitude and language, 
ftrongly expreffed his cordial approbation; 
and great muft have been the exultation of 
the fervant on the occafion. In fuch man- 
ner does Chrift addrefs his fervants whena — 
clofe is put to their labours here on-earth, 
and they are admitted to the full enjoyment 
ef him above. And fuch warm congratu- 
lation, I doubt not, your minifter has re- 
ceived from his gracious lips. 


) 


Here we might particularly confider the 
character and duty of minifters, as fer-~ | 
vants——the fervants of a wife, able, and 
good mafter. We might point out their 
various qualifications, and the various fer- 
vices-appointed them. We might defcribe 
the humility, cordiality, faithfulnefs and 
diligence, with which it is both their duty 
and intereft to conduct themfelves. And 
we might reprefent, too, the difcourage- 
ments and difficulties on the one hand, 
and the gratifications and pleafures on the 
other, which ufually accompany their la- 
bours. So we might go on to fpeak of ee 
2 


the commendation they fhall be honoured’ ° 
with from the lips of their mafter another 


day——‘* Well done, good and faithful fer- 


vant!” and to hold up to your view that 
authority and rule to which, in the figura- 
tive language of the parable, they fhall be 
advanced in heaven ‘* thou haft been 
faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things.” To all which 
we might fubjoin fome confiderations on 


the degrees of glory to be difpenfed to good 
men in another world, intimated in this, 
or however in the fimilar parable in 
Luke. (2) But thefe are fubjeéts we can- 
not now particularly difcufs. Our object 
is, to give fome faint defcription of the hap- 


pine/s to which the faithful minifters of 
Chrift are admitted at death. He their kind 


and faithful mafter will fay to each one of 
them—** Enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.” 


Joy is a tumultuous kind of pleafure we 
feel on the fudden acquifition of fome great 
and unexpected good. It is a patlion capa- 
ble of being wrought up to a degree that 


words cannot defcribe. But however rap- 
B 2 turous 


(a) Ch. xix. 12—27. 
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turous and fublime the pleafures may be 
which fome enjoy in the prefent life, upon 
peculiar and extraordinary occalions; they 
fall prodigioufly thort. of thofe extatic joys 
which the faints pofiefs in heaven. ‘* In 
thy prefence, fays the pialmift, is fulnefs of 
joy, at thy right hand there are pleafures 
for evermore.” (a2) Andon account of the 
fuperiority of thefe pleafures, and any that 
are, or can be, enjoyed here; as alfo on ac- 
count of their being the refult of. all that 
is known, felt, and poffefled in that world, 
the word joy is very properly put for the 
fum total of all the blifs and glory of 
heaven. It is emphatically ftiled THE 
_ jor.—The word is fometimes ufed to fig- 
nify a danguet. So the Septuagint render 
the Hebrew word danguet by this very word 
joy, in the book of Either. (4) And to this 
idea the phrafe of entering into joy in our 
text mayrefer. A banquet of the mott re- 
fined delights is prepared, and to this the 
faithful fervants of Chrift are ivited, in- 
troduced and welcomed. 


Farther. It is the joy of spe Lord, 
that is, the Lord Jefus Chrift. It is the re- 


fult of. his benignity and grace, procured for 


us | 


a 


us at the expence of his paffion and death. . 


‘l’or he wept and bled and died to obtain for 
us the forgivenefs of fin, acceptance with 
God, and all thofe means. whereby we are 
fitted for heaven.—It is the joy which he,, 


as our forerunner, ig gone before to prepare: 


for us, and which he will aétually pat. us 
in poffeffion of.—It is the joy which fprings 
from the contemplation of his glories, and 
the moft intimate union and, fellowthip 
with him.——lIt is, in a word, the joy of 
which we are to partake in common with 
him, and the reft of the happy fpirits that 
inhabit that world. 


pe particular emphafis, too, is laid a | 


the relation, which they who are admitted to 


this joy, bear to the Lord Jefus Chrift. 


‘* Enter thou into the joy of t4y Lord.” 

Chrift is here to be confidered in the cha- 
racter of a mafter, and minifters as his faith- 
ful fervants.. He appoints them their 
work, he aflifts them in it, -and he of his 
grace rewards their labours. And as he 
with pleafure recognifes his relation to 
them, fo he allows them with pleafure to 
recollect that they have ferved him. This 


idea, whilft they humbly acknowledge that 
they 


| 


they are unprofitable fervants, contributes 
not a little to the joy here fpoken of. 


_ Again, they are fo enter into this joy, to 
take a full and everlafting poffeffion of it. 
The joy of the Lord now fometimes enters 
into their hearts, and makes them more glad 


than they whofe corn and wine and oil are 


increafed. But then they are to enter into 
the joy of the Lord, to be overwhelmed, 
abforbed, and as it were {wallowed up in 
it. 
Once more. All this takes place at the. 
command of Chrift himfelf. It is he that 
{peaks thefe tranfporting words. Angels 
accompany the dying faint to the manfions 
of the blefied. They congratulate him on 
his arrival there. They tell the happy 
tidings to kindred fpirits. And all feel an 
acceffion of joy on the occafion. But it is 
Chrift himfelf, with his own gracious lips, 
pronounces this Euge, this welcome, thi 
authoritative fentence of love and grace 
Enter thou into the soy of thy Lord. 


And now we proceed to what we have 
principally in view, I mean, tome faint de- 
{cription of the happineis to which the 
| faithful 


| 


faithful minifters of Chrift are admitted at 


death. Faint indeed it muft be: for ah! 


how unequal are we to the tak! Yea, fo — 


weak are our faculties in the prefent ftate, 
that were an angel to defcribe heaven to us 
{fo as to be comprehended by us, even his 
defcription would fall vaftly fhort of what 
it really is. We are obliged to have re- 
courfe to fenfible objects, to comparifons, 
and to negative ideas: for’ it is little, very 
little, in a pofitive way, that we can either 
affirm orunderftand. But we will not now 
dwell on the figurative language which 
{cripture itfelf has adopted. We will not 
launch out into defcriptions of a houfe, a 
city, a kingdom, a paradife, and all their 
pleafing, ftriking and magnificent appen- 
dages. We will rather content ourfelves, in 
conformity to the idea in our text and the 
intent of the parable, with a view of this 
joy in a contrafted — comparative — and re- 
/ative point of light. That 1s, we will 
confider it, firft, as contrafted or oppofed 


‘to all the painful labours which a faithful 


minifter has endured in the fervice of his 
matter: fecondly, as compared with all the 
comforts and pleafures he has enjoyed in 
the courfe of his work: and thirdly, as it 
relates to the fource whence itis derived, to 


the 


| 

| 
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the company with which it is fhared, to the 
effects it produces, and the uninterrupted 
duration to which it extends. 


FIRST. Let us oppofe the joy the 
Chriftian minifter poffefies, on his difmif- 
fion hence, to the painful labours he had 


_ juft endured in the fervice of his matter. 


Not to fpeak here of the common infir- 
mities and troubles of life, to which he is 
liable as well as others ; an exemption from 
which is a great occafion of joy, and a re- 
collection of which makes a confiderable 
addition to it: how many are the trials and 
afflictions, to which his character and pro- 
feflion, unavoidably expofe him ! His pro- 
pet bufinefs is to ftudy, read, watch, pray, 


preach, exhort, rebuke, counfel, and the. 


like.—Now we fee him in his retirement, 
turning over his bible with affiduous atten- 


tion, enquiring into the evidence of itsdivine 


authority, fearching its facred truths to 
the bottom, inveftigating a thoufand hard 
queftions, and labouring to colleét every 
kind of knowledge that may {fubferve the 
great purpefes of his miniftry. All his 
powers he exerts to the utmoft, purfues 
truth with perfevering patience, and ftrug- 


gles 


¢ 
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gles with error and prejudice in Pritt form 
aflume. 


Now we fee him dealing feverely with 
his own heart, judging himfelf, bringing 
the word of God home to his own bofom,: 
examining his: inmoft foul: by it, labour-- 
ing to come at a juft idea of his aims, views: 
and motives, combating the evil paffions 
of his breaft, and ftriving to roufe into vi- 


gorous exercife all.the devout. affections of 
foul.—Now we fee him proftrate at the 


feet of divine mercy, mourning over his fe-: 
cret corruptions, lamenting his many: 
failures in duty, complaining of the un- 
fuccefsfulnefs of his miniftry—** Lord 
who hath believed my report, and to whom’! 
is thine arm revealed?” (a) And with 
{trong cries and tears imploring the “, 
aids of the es Spirit. 


Now, again, we fee him entering on his 
public labours with diffidence and trem- 
bling, ftriving to approve-himfelf to God | 
and the confciences of men, putting out all 
his ftrength, reafoning with clearnefs and 


froin the fcriptures, expoftulating- 
C with 
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with finners on their folly unbeliefy. 


and earneitly befeeching them in Chritt’s 
{tead to be reconciled unto Ged; and ex- 
horting Chriftians to their duty with tears 
of affection and fervency.. Now comfort- 
ing them that are caft down, then reprov- 
ing them that do amifs; now refolving the 
doubts of enquirers, then ‘* in mecknefs 
inftructing thofe that oppofe themielves, if 


God peradventure will give thei repentance 


to the acknowledging the truth.” (2) Thefe 
exercifes, through various caufes, fome ani- 
mal and fome mental, are often 


and painful. 


Once more: we mutt follow him from 
the church of God into the world. And 
what fad {cenes of guiltand mifery is he here 
fometimes the witnefs of, while mingling 
his tears with thofe of the widow and father- 
lefs, the poor and theoppreffed! while ftand- 
ing by the dying beds of fome, and following 


the remains of others to the cold and filent. 


grave! How does the obitinacy of impeni- 
tent finners, the anguith of dejected fouls, 
the imprudence of fome well - meaning 


Chriftians, and the fhameful lives of hypo-— 


\ critical 


(a) 2 Tim. ii. 25. 


ij 
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[19 ] 
critical profeflors, cut him to the very 
heart !—-—So “* he ferves the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and many tears and 
temptations.” (2)—So he approves him- 
felf the minifter of God in all things, in 
‘much patience, ‘in afflictions, in necefiities, 


in diftreffes, in tumults, in labours, 


‘watchings, in faftings; by purenefs, by 
knowledge, by long-fuffering, by honour 


and difhonour, by evil report and good 


report; as a deceiver, and yet true; as un- 
known, and yet well known; as dying, and 


yet alive; as chaftened, and not killed; 


as forrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, 
yet making many-rich ; as having nothing, 
and yet pole all things.” (4) 


“Now to all thefe painful exertions, dif- 
till and forrows the joys of hea- 
ven are oppofed. When Chritt pronounces 
the fentence in our text, he in other words 
fays, ** Be there an end to hard ftudy, 
clofe watching, fevere felf-judging, con- 
{tant praying, earneft preaching ; to ftrug- 
gling, running, fainting, dying ! 
‘Let every tear 4 wiped away from his eyes ; 


ond let there be no more death, nor forrow, 
C2 nor 


(a) As xx. Ig. (4) 2 Cor. vi. 4-106 


| 

| 
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nor crying, nor pain: for the former things 
are pafled away.” (a2) To our pains in this 
life we owe many of our pleafures. How 
{weet is reft toa labouring man !——-eafe to 
one tortured with the ftone !——the joy of 
gaining his port to the mariner that has 
been tofied about on a tempeftuous fea 
the triumphs of victory to the foldier that 
has charged legions of enemies, and fought 
his way to conqueft through feas of blood! 
Oppofe thefe and fimilar ideas to each other, 
and you will get fome faint notion of the 
blifs of heaven, you will feel in a degree 
the emphafis of this animating expreffion, 


_ “ Enter thou into the joy of the Lord.” 


SECONDLY. Let us compare the re- 
wards of a faithful minifter, in another 
world, with thofe he receives in this. 


Painful as the fervice is to which Chrif- 
tian minifters are called, they are not with- 
out their pleafures. Much ftudy is a wea- 
rinefs to the flefh: but the acquifition of 
knowledge both natural and divine richly re- 
pays the labour endured in the way to it, 
«« | have found,” faid the philofopher with 
an extacy of joy, when he emerged out of 


doubt- 


(2) Rev. xxi. 4. 


| 
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[ 21 ] | 
doubtful enquiry into all the clear light of 
demonftration. In like manner the fervant 
of Chrift rejoices, when divine truth, 
burfting, like the fun, out of the thick 
mifts of error and darknefs, pours its glories 
upon his inquifitive mind! But how incon- 
fiderable this pleafure, in the prefent life, 
when compared with that which refults 
from intellectual attainments in the future! 
What joy, to find himfelf competent to 
the nobleft improvements in knowledge, 


difembarraffed from every obftru@tion in the - 
purfuit of truth, and pofleffed inftantly of — 


his object without painful enquiry, or fuf- 
picious uncertainty ! | 


Sad are thofe moments in which the 
faithful gninifter is afflicted with doubts as 
to his ftate towards God, aflaulted with 
mighty temptations, and fummoned to a 
furious confli@ with the frowns and flat- 
teries of the world, and the evil paffions of 
his own breaft. Exercifes thefe, which, 
however hard to be endured, are the beft 
preparatives for his public work. But the 
ferenity, the pleafure, the joy which fuc- 
ceeds to thefe troubles, is fometimes very 
great. ‘ I will triumph in the Lord, fays 


he, I will glory in the God of my falvation. 
5 Thou 


| 
by 


Thou haft turned for me ay mourning into 
dancing; thou haft put off my fackcloth, 
and girded me with gladnefs.” (2) But this 
joy: falls vaftly fhort of that with which 
he feels himfelf overwhelmed on his admif- 
fion to paradife. Every the moft remote 
jealoufy as to his intereft in the divine fa- 
vour vanifhes. Every. poflible temptation 
to fin ceafes. Every corruption that had 
teafed and vexcd him, not only lofes its do- 
minion but its exiftence alfo. He knows 
that God is his friend, and that not a doubt 
on the matter fhall ever more difturb his 
peace. He feels his foul irradiated with 
divine light and love, without the moft dif- 
tant apprehenfion of the diminution of his 
blifs. The rapturous joy infinitely exceeds 
what he had poffeffed in his brighteft hours, 
thofe golden moments in which he had en- 
joyed the moft intimate communion with 
heaven. The countenance of Motes, who 
-there fits near the throne of God, is far 
more {plendid than it was when he defcended 
from the mount to the Ifraelitifh camp. 
And the joys that Peter, James and John 
there participate, far furpafs tho‘e on the 
mount of tr ansfiguration. 


(2) Pfal. xxx. 11. 
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Great pleafure he fometimés feels in 
ferving at the altar of the Lord, condnéting 
the public. worthip of God, offering the 
prayers and praifes of the church to Heaven, 
explaining and enforcing divine truth, and 
breaking the bread of life. Here he is in 
his proper element.. Deeply. impreffed with 
the excellence and importance of the gof- 


pel, his bofom glows with;generous ardour. 


for the glory of God, and the falvation of 
men. All the paflions of pity, hope, love 
and defire kindle into a flame, while he is 


pleading with them ‘on: their beft interefts.. 


And his heart exults with joys.while, he is 
laying open .to their view the unfearchable 
riches of Chrift. How infinitely delightful 
is his duty now! But ‘the pleafure. he en- 


joys on thefe oceafions,’ is but a faint:prelude 


of the joy our text {peaks of. The devo- 
tion of that world is pure, fublime;and ex- 
alted in the higheft degree. There, ar- 
rayed in veftments wafhed and made white 
in the blood of the lamb, he appears before 
the throne of God, and offers the fragrant 
- incenfe of joy and praife, unmixed with 

‘fighs and groans and tears. Allis lightand 
love and joy there. ‘‘ He worfhips with 


the fpirit and the underftanding alfo:” (a). 


Nor 


1 Cor. xiv. 15. 
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nor is the fervice interrupted by the feeble- 
nefs of animal nature, or difgraced by the 


~ Tanguors of expiring devotion. Again, how 


happy does he feel himfelf, when fur- 
rounded with the children God hath gra- 
cioufly given him, the feals of his mi- 
niftry, the humble fouls that were by his 
preaching tranflated from darknefs to light, 
converted from fin to holinefs, and fweetly 
perfuaded to become the followers of the 
lamb ! How does he rejoice with unfcigned 
joy while he clearly difcerns the features of 
Chrift his mafter in their countenances, and 


the evident expreffions of fincerity and love . 


in their lives! “* Ye are, fays he, dearly. 


beloved, my joy, my crown of rejoicing.” (a) 


But what is even this joy when compared 
with that which refults from the affurance 
he receives in heaven, that his labours have 


met with the divine approbation ; and that. 
this, that and the other immortal fpirit. 


fhall fhortly arrive there, in confequence of. 
the blefled fuccefs attending his miniftry ! 


~ Oh! what pure, what extatic, whattranfport- 


ing joy muft his generous foul feel from 
thefe tidings! ‘* By and by, he fays exult- 
ing, my faithful people fhall all of them 
meet me here, and join mein a fong of 
| eternal 
(a)3 Thef. ii. 19. 


f 
\ 
| 


[ a5 7 


eternal praife to him that fits on the throne, 


and to the lamb for evermore.”—But I for- 
bear.—It is time we now proceed, 


THIRDLY, to confider this joy inthe. 
relation it bears to ¢he fource whence it is de-. 
rived, to the company with which it is fhared, 


to the effects it produces, and to the dura- 
tion to which it extends. 


1. Asto the fource whence it proceeds. 


It is ‘* the joy of the Lord” <= pure, un-. 


mixed, refined and exalted joy. Joy that re- 


fults from the knowledge of God, the foun- 
tain of all excellence, perfection and happi-’ 
nefs—from the knowledge of Chrift the. 


brightnefs of the Father's glory, and the ex- 


prefs image of his perfon—from the know-. 
ledge of the infinitely diverfified, but beauti- 
ful, fcheme of providence—from the know- 
ledge of the myftery of redemption, wherein, 


he hath abounded towards us in all wifdom 
and prudence—from the knowledge of kin- 
dred fpirits, and all the various orders of be~ 
ings that inhabit that world. Joy that refults 
from intimate communion with God, and a 
deep fenfe of his love imprefled on the 
heart. Joy excited by a remembrance of a 


thoufand 
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thoufand things that are paft, by prefent 


mott delightful feelings, and by future 


tranf{porting profpects. Joy to which the 
capacities of the foul are fitted, and which 
are ever new and increafing. ‘* In thy pre- 


{fence is fulnefs of joy, and at thy right hand 


are pleafures for evermore.” (2) When God 


means, as he does in heaven, to entertain 
his favourites, thofe whom he moft dearly 
loves, with the brighteft exhibition of his 
glories, Oh! how ravifhing mutt the blifs be! 
‘Tis a banquet of love—a banquet infinitely 
exceeding that which the Perfian monarch 
gave to ‘all his princes and nobles, when 


-* he thewed the riches of his glorious 


kingdom, and the honour of his ex- 
cellent majefty.” (4) Think of the al- 
mighty power of God — “think of the un- 
{peakable love of his heart — think of the 
expence that attends the falvation of fin- 
ners — think of the pangs the Saviour en- 
dured—think of the glories of his refur- 
rection and aicenfion—think of the general 


idea the apoitle gives us.of heaven when he | 


tells us, that being caught up into paradife 
he heard and faw things that were unutter- 
able—and thence take an eftimate (and but 
an imperfect one it will yet be) of this joy 


(a) Pial. xvi. (b) Efther i. 4. 


ot 
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of the Lord. * Eye hath not. feen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the 


heart of man, thé things which God hath 


prepared for them that love him,” (a) | 


2. This joy is the common lot of all the 
happy /pirits that inhabit that world, 


The joy which a generous mind feels, is 
augmented by being communicated, The 
larger the company the greater the happi- 
nefs of every individual that’ compofes it. 
Such is the cafe here. God ig himfelf infi- 
nitely bleffed. Chrift, as mediator, isin full 
poffeflion of all the glories’ to which he is 
entitled by his fufferings and death. The 
Holy Spirit, the comforter, is divinely happy 
in fhedding his benign influefces on all 
around him. Angels of every order, and 
men «of every rank that have arrived at 


that world, are all happy. What a prodi- 
' gious company! cherubim and feraphim, 
principalities, thrones and dominions; pa- 
triarchs, prophets and apoftles; . martyrs, 
confeffors and faints of every defcription ; 
all exulting in the full poffeffion of fub- 
ftantial and uninterrupted blifs! They all 
furround the throne of God and the Lamb, 

D2 derive 


(a) 1. Cor. iis ge 
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derive their joys from the fame fource, and 
communicate them with infinite delight 


toeach other. Every faithful fervant to 


whom Chrift his mafter fays, “« Enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord;” receives the 


- congratulations of all the reft of the happy 


company. Angels clap their wings. The 
morning ftars, thofe fons of God, fhout 
for joy. And the whole choir of the 


 blefied {trike their golden harps, and make 
the temple of their God refound with their 


melodious notes, 


3. This joy produces the nobleft effeéis. 


The reverfe is often the cafe in the pre- 


fent life. Criminal joys pollute the foul, 
and degrade it to the rank of brutes. Joy 
{pringing from the acquifition of power, 


wealth and applaufe, fwells the breaft with 
intolerable pride. And vanity too often ac- 


companies intellectual enjoyments. Yea 


the pureft pleafures which Chrittians here 


partake of are not tree from corrupt mix- 
tures. And it fometimes happens that tud- 


-den joy overpowers the foul, and almoft en- 


dangers the man’s exiftence. But it is not 
fo above. The joys of paradife, extatic as 
they are, create no diforder, no tumult, no 


painful 
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painful fenfation, The immortal mind fuf- 
tains the vifion of God with firmnefs, and 
the pleafures refulting from his favour, vaft 
as they are, trill through the foul with 
{weet ferenity and delight. They don’t de- 
bafe, but exalt. They don’t alienate the 
heart from God, but unite itto him. They 
_don’t generate pride and vain-glory, but re- 
verence and humility. They don’t excite 
animofity and ill-will, but pure friendthip 
and love. This joy makés all happy and 
holy, like him from whom it proceeds; 
and of confequence forms them all into an 
exact refemblance of each other.—In a 
word, 


4. and Jaftly. This j Joy is uninterrupted 


How foon, in the prefent life, do our joys 
fade and die away! ‘“‘ The laughter of 
‘fools is as the crackling of thorns under the 
: pot.” (a2) The fenfualift grows fick of his 
steskonn! almoft as foon as he poflefles them. 
Wealth, power and applaufe quickly pre- 
cipitate men from the eminence to which 
they had exalted them, into difappointment, 
and Wretchednets. Andah! Chrif- 

tians, 


(a) Ecclef. vii. 6, 
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tians, how foon do we lofe the favour of 


our nobieft enjoyments here on earth! A 
thoufand vain objects captivate our aftec- 
tions, and fteal our hearts away from our 
God. A  thoufand cares and 
{pting up in our breafts, and pollute our 
pure{t pleafures. But it is not fo in heaven. 
The joy of which I have been fpeaking is 
as permanent as it is extatic. It fuffers no 
diminution or interruption. The objects 
that excite it are ever before the eye. The 
capacities that receive it are liable to no> 
weaknefs or decay. The fountain from 
whence it flows is inexhauftible. Thefe 
wagers, like Ezekiel’s, rife not to the ancles, 
knees or loins only, but to ariver, a fea not 


to be fathomed. ‘* Enter thou into the joy 


of thy Lord.” Be overwhelmed with it. 


Be baptized in it, as was the Saviour in fuf- 


ferings. And Oh! what infinite pleafure 


muftit afford the faints to be aflured, that as 
their blifs thall be continually increafing, fo 
it fhall know no end! The fun fhall never 
go down on thofe pure and pleafant regions. 
One age fhall roll on after another, and 
when millions have revolved in_ perpetual 


fucceffion, their happinets will be but be- 
ginning. 


Thus 
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Thus have we taken a diftant and very 
imperfect view of the joys to which mi- 
nifters, and indeed all the faithful tervants 
of Chrift, are admitted at death, It re- 
mains that we apply -thefe meditations to 


the purpofe for which they have been held 


up to your view. Inthe mean time, permit 
me to cal] your attention, a moment,’ to 
three very important ideas intimately con- 
nected with our fubject. 


The firft is the certainty of a future ftate 
of happinefs. What we have been telling 
you of the joys of heaven, is no cunningly 


—devifed fables not the fruit of imagination 


and impofture. It 1s the clear, exprefs 
doctrine of fcripture, wherein life and im- 
mortality are brought to light. And the 
bible hath the fupport of every kind of 


evidence, internal and external, that can 
reafonably' be defired. Nor are we afraid 


that the authenticity of this book fhould be 
enquired into. Let the evidence on which 
it ftands be examined to the bottom. The 
more it is confidered, the more it will fatisfy 
an unprejudiced mind. Its afiurances with 
refpect to a future ftate fall in, too, with the 
aatalee of right reafon, and w ‘ell agree with 


many appearances around us that could not 
2 other- 
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otherwife be fatisfactorily explained. Fre- 


on which your faith is built; that you 
may enjoy the comfort of it, and that 
your tempers and lives may be duly in- 
fluenced by it. 


It is farther to be obferved, that the blef- 
fednefs you have in profpect, is the fruit of 
the free grace of God through the mediation 
of Chrift. ‘ As fin hath reigned unto 
death, even fo hath~ grace reigned through 
righteouinefs unto eternal life, by Jefus 
Chrift our Lord.” (@) We had forfeited all 


then have a meritorious claim to the joys of 
another? It is all of grace. Oh! how 
amazing was the compafiion and goodnefs 
of the blefied God, to give his own fon out 
of his bofom to die for us! Oh! howamazing 
the love of Chriit, to’ open to our view 
fuch glorious profpects as thefe, at no lefs 
an expence than that of his obedience, 


_ Worthy is the lamb that was flain, to 
receive power, and riches, and wifdom, and 


ftrength, and honour, and glory and blef- 
fing.” (6) 


(¢) Rom.v.21. (4) Rev. v. 12. 


quently contemplate, Chriftians,the grounds 


the comforts of this life, how could we 


death, refurrection and _interceffion! 


Again, . 
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Again, ‘* Let us give diligence to make 
our calling and election fure.” (a) Of 
what avail will it be to us that there is fuch 
a ftate of happinefs, if we are at length re- 
fufed admiflion to it? And there is no ad- 
mifflion to heaven without a meetnefs for it. 


.** Except a man be born again, he cannot fee. 


the kingdom of God.” (4) <A _ moral 
change mutt pafs on the heart. There mutt 
be a fuitablenefs of temper to the refined 
pleafures and exalted fervices of that 
ftate. By thefe meafures let us try our- 
felves. Time is fhort. The world is paf- 
fing quick away. Eternity is haftening 


upon us. ‘* Now is the accepted time, 


now istheday of falvation.”(c). 

But my principal obje@ is, to derive an 
argument from what hath been faid of the 
joys of heaven, to reconcile you, my 
friends, to the fad providence which is the 
occafion of this folemnity. A fad provi- 
dence it is! You feel, you deeply feel—and 
we feel with you. You have loft your friend, 


your guide, your fhepherd. You will no 


more fee his face, no more hear his voice, 
no more receive the bread of life at his 


hands, no more enjoy his initructions, 
countels 


(a2) 2 Peteri. 10. (b) John iii. 2 Cor. vi. 20 
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forget hirn-you ought not. Oh! remember 
him—often remember him! Nor 0 ould I 
do juitice to myfelf or to ydu, did I not on 
this occafion hold him up to your‘and my 
own view. Great refpectis due to the me- 
mory of the truly venerable deceated. “Tis 
fincere we mean to pay—fetpect un- 
mixed with flattery—reipect which truth 
and love dictate. 
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Walz: was the ion of 

slim, WHO was an excellent man, 
and for muny years a worthy pattor of this 


church. On bis cecetie, Me. 


promiting young perfon, was chofen 
to that office. "He dving, our dear de- 


arted triend, atter the interval of about 


Geath, was in- 


Vitec tie were le \\ ith 

mall r Hce, tne ot 

cence and a deep tenie of the importan 


ot the work, he com plied. | My de “ar and 
honoured farher was ae principal initru- 


ment under God cf removing his ditiicul- 
ties, and of ailiiting him in his prepara- : 


tions tor this fervice; which he often ac- 
Knowledged with great amection and grati- 
tude. And there are thofe vet living who 
| can tet ity What ferious regard he paid to 

| the voice ef God in this matter. Nor 
thould I dea to obierve here, that in his 

| lait illneds he aifured me with pleating fatif- 
faction, that upon the: faireit examination 

he was cap able ef making into the prin- 

ciples and views with which he nrit en- 


tered ona of religion, and after- 
wards in the work of the miniitry, 
he had the fentence of his mind and con- 


fcrence 3D Dis favour. | 


E 2 Thus 
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Thus fetting out in the fervice of his di- 
vine mafter, he purfued the great objects of 
his miniftry with faithfulnets, diligence 
and fuccefs. An habitual reverence he had 
‘of God upon his fpirit, particularly in 
prayer. The voice of providence he at- 
tentively regarded in the various incidents 
of his life. To the gofpe\ of Chrift, as a 
{cheme adapted to magnify both the juftice 
and the grace of Goditnd to reftore men 
to his likenefs as well ‘as his favour, he 


{teadily adhered. In explaining the doc- 


trincs, and recommending the inftitutions 
of primitive Chriftianity, he paid a very 
particular regard to the fcriptures, often 
obferving how much it is the duty of mi- 
nifters, like the apoftles, to reafon out of 
the word of God. So that his preaching 
was methodical, {criptural and practical. 
He was happy, too, in accommodating his 
fubjects to, public occafions, having the 
great object of doing good ever in view. 
He laboured to get at the confciences of his 
hearers, to roufe the impenitent, to direct 
the enquiring, to comfort the diftrefied, to 
animate the flothful, and to edify the faith- 
ful. And it pleafed God to fucceed his 
labours, in not a few inflances, to the great 
joy of his heart. Many of you, my friends, 
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if not all, may be faid to be his fpiritual 
children. And as fuch he tenderly loved 
you. Your interefts, in your individual and 
_ collective capacities, lay near his heart. He 
fymphathized with you in your forrows, 
and rejoiced with you in your joys, both 
on a fpiritual and temporal account. Your 
attention to the focial duties of religion, to 
which he earneftly prefled you, gave him no 
{mall pleafure. Never was he fo happy as 
when prefiding among you, on ftated or oc- 
cafional meetings of the church. And 


with particular fatisfaction he mentioned to 


me, in his laft illnefs, your having fo many 
of you met together to offer prayer to God 
on his account. 


Nor were his labours for the glory of 
God, and the good of men, confined to 
thiscommunity. He was glad of every op- 
portunity to promote the interefts of other 
churches, and the caufe of religion in ge- 
neral, by his counfels and occafional fervices. 
He was a man of a public fpirit. And, 
firmly attached as he was to the doétrines of 
the reformation, and to that particular de- 
nomination to which he belonged, he fin- 
cerely loved all good men wherever he met 


with them: cave proot of his cordial 
\ regard 
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regard to the interefts of religious liberty, 
by ufing his endeavours, in concert with 
his brethren, to promote and enlarge it. In 
fhort, it may be truly faid of him, he was a 
zood man, a fteady friend, an experienced 
Chriftian, and an able and faithful minifter 
of the gofpel. : He was not indeed without 
his infirmities, but thefe were of fuch a kind 
as quickly to recede from the view of thofe 
who knew him: and they who were inti- 
mately acquainted with him will ever re- 
tain a deep fenfe of his great worth. 


Forty years and a few months he fpent, 
my friends, in vour ftervice. And how 
holily, juftly and unblameably he lived 
vou know; and indeed all who knew him 
will teftify : for he maintained to the laft a 
_ character honourable in the fight of all men. 
During this long .term he was but rarely 
interrupted in his work by illnefs. Yet 
affiictions he did meet with, which he pa- 
ticntly endured, and the fanctified ufe of 
which he evidently experienced. And, as 
he was often ufed to fay, it was in his heart 
to live and die with you, fo his wifh was 
gratified. 
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His laft illnefs was not protracted to a very 
great length: and whatever pains he fuf- 
fered, many comforts were mingled with 
them. He was furrounded with friends 
who tenderly felt with him in his forrows, as 
he had been ufed to feel with them in 
theirs. And what was his greateft mercy 
of all, he enjoyed {weet compofure of mind, 
well fatisfied as to his ftate towards God, | 
and that he had built his hope on the right 
foundation. ‘* He knew whom he had 
believed, and was verily perfuaded that he was 
able to keep what he had committed to 
him againft the great day.” (2) The faith- 
fulnefs of God, in particular, he frequently 
{poke of, as a fource;whence he drew fub- 
ftantial confolation. His reafon was con- 
tinued to him very nearly to the clofe of 
life. -And fome of the laft words he was 
heard to pronounce were—OA4!. pardon !— 
rejoicing! —I——. Thus died this excel- 
lent man! And Oh! how inconceiveable mutt 
have been the pleafure his immortal fpirit 
felt, when, as he pafied the gates of the 
celettial city, he heard his matter fay, . 
«© Well done, good and faithful fervant, en- 


ter thou into the joy of thy Lord !” 


And 


(a) 2 Tim. i. 12. 
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And now having followed him up into 
heaven, the mount of transfiguration, let 
us be content to go down thence, and 
mingle again with the company of which 
he the other day made one. Let us now 
talk to one another as if he were among us, 
or rather let me defcend from this place, 
and do you imagine him the {peaker.—To 
minifters he would fay, ‘* Be ye followers of | 
me as I have been of Chrift.” (a2) Be faith- 
ful, be diligent, be conftant. Wonder not 
that you meet with your difficulties. Do not 
be difcouraged. A few more fighs and 
groans, a few more ftruggles with fin and 
fenfe, a few more conflicts with the powers 
of darknefs, and the combat will be at an 
end. You fhall receive a crown of glory, as I | 
have done.” 


To you, the people whom he fo affection- 
ately loved, he would fay, ‘* Weep not for 
me. Rejoice that I am got beyond the - 
reach of pain and forrow, and teftify your 
love to me by fulfilling my laft will. 
Cleave unto God with purpofe of heart. 
Attend faithfully and chearfully on all the 
appointments of his houfe. Be united 
among yourfelves. Prefer the public to 

your 
(a) 1 Cor. Xie 


i 
| 
i, 
| 
| 
| 4 


41 ] 


your own private interefts. Pray mightily 
to God for a paftor after his own heart; 
Set examples of piety, forbearance and love 
before all around you, ©‘ Finally, bre- 
thren, he would farther add, farewell: be 
perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live in peace, and the God of love 
and peace fhall be with you.” (a) 


And, if the pleafures of that world 
would admit of a moment’s intermiffion, 
if a tear might be allowed to fall from the 
_ eye of a fervant thus entered into the joy of 

the Lord, if paft painful feelings might 
again return; he would thus addrefs you 
of this aflembly, who have hitherto re- 
mained thoughtlefs and impenitent, ‘* How 


often, how often would I have gathered 


vou, as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, but ye would not! Repent, and 
be converted every one of you. Now is 
the accepted time, now is the day of fal- 
vation. Death isapproaching. The judge 
is atthe door. How will you efeape if you 
neglect fo great falvation?”—JIn fine, he 
would foothe the troubled breafts of all his 


afflicted friends, of this and other commu- 
nities; 


(2) 2 Cor. xiii, 11s 


| 


nities; and animate all his fellow-fervants 
he has left behind him, with the tran- 


{porting profpe& of fharing with him, 


long, the unutterable joys of heaven. 
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